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BIOGRAPHY
Darryl Pankratz is a member of our Aviation Practice and contributor to the
Aviation Law Blog. He is also a member of our Insurance Practice. His
practice is primarily litigation based with a core emphasis on issues relating
to the aviation industry.

He provides counsel to regional, national and international airlines as well
as their insurers. On their behalf, Mr. Pankratz has handled aircraft
accidents and incidents involving both passenger and cargo liability claims.
He represents and advises numerous airport authorities throughout Canada
as well as airport security organizations.

On behalf of aviation underwriters, Mr. Pankratz has successfully pursued
and defended numerous complex products liability claims against aircraft
and component manufacturers and overhaulers. He also provides counsel
to fixed and rotary wing operators, maintenance facilities, flight schools and
pilots in a variety of aviation-related matters, including administrative issues
with Transport Canada.

Mr. Pankratz has appeared at all levels of court in British Columbia. He also
conducts litigation in Ontario, Alberta, Atlantic provinces and the Yukon and
Northwest Territories.

Mr. Pankratz was recognized in the Guide to the World’s Leading Aviation
Lawyers between 2013-2019.

R E C O G N I T I O N

EMAIL  dpankratz@ahbl.ca
TEL       604 484 1721
FAX      604 484 9721

E D U C A T I O N

1993 LL.B. University of Victoria
1989 B.A. (Psychology) University
of British Columbia

B A R  A D M I S S I O N S

1994 Admitted to the British
Columbia Bar
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http://www.ahbl.ca/category/blogs/aviation-law/
https://www.expertguides.com/experts/alexander-holburn-beaudin-lang/pankratz-daryl-g/PANKRATZ
https://www.expertguides.com/experts/alexander-holburn-beaudin-lang/pankratz-daryl-g/PANKRATZ
https://www.uvic.ca/
https://www.ubc.ca/
https://www.ubc.ca/
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2010 – 2024 Best Lawyers® in Canada Aviation Law, and 2022 Best
Lawyers® in Canada Aviation Law, Vancouver “Lawyer of the Year”

2013 – 2024 Canadian Legal Lexpert® Directory most frequently
recommended in the area of Aviation (Regulation & Liability)

2023- 2024 Chambers Canada Guide recognized for Transportation:
Aviation: Regulatory (Nationwide-Canada) in Band 3

2018 – 2023 Benchmark Canada Litigation Star, Aviation and Insurance
Law

2013 – 2023 Who’s Who Legal recommended as Global Leader:
Transport - Aviation Contentious 2022 and National Leader: Canada -
Transport Aviation 2021

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  E X P E R I E N C E

Acting as counsel in aircraft hull, passenger and cargo liability claims

Acting as counsel in product liability claims on behalf of operators,
aircraft maintenance organizations and manufacturers

Acting as counsel in matters regarding airport liability claims

Providing counsel and advice to pilots and operators on regulatory and
licensing issues involving Transport Canada and Canadian
Transportation Agency

Providing counsel and advice to insurers on coverage issues

Has extensive experience handling claims involving personal injury,
professional negligence and fire loss

Has significant experience assisting employers and workers with claims
involving the Workers’ Compensation Board of British Columbia
(“WorkSafeBC”)

P U B L I C A T I O N S

September 2023, “Aviation Liability Report“, Lexology, Co- Author

April 2023,”Air Carrier Passenger Liability”, McGill University / PEOPIL
Conference on International Aviation: Liability, Insurance & Finance,
Panelist

April 2023, “The Criteria to Disclose an On-Board Recording in Litigation
No Longer in a Black Box”, The Transportation Lawyer Journal, Co-
Author

Occupiers Liability
Aviation
Personal Injury
Coverage Disputes

https://www.lexology.com/gtdt/tool/workareas/report/aviation-liability/chapter/canada
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January 2007 – 2023, “Recent Developments in Canadian Aviation Law”,
Winter Aviation Conference, Toronto, Ontario, Speaker

2008 – Present, British Columbia Institute of Technology, School of
Transportation – Aviation/Airport Law, Instructor

January 2022, “Getting the Deal Through: Aviation Liability 2021“,
Canada Chapter, Co-author

January 2021, “Getting the Deal Through: Aviation Liability 2021“,
Canada Chapter, Co-author

January 2020, “Max, You’re Grounded! The Aftermath of the Two Boeing
737 MAX Crashes”, Winter Aviation Conference, Toronto, Ontario,
Moderator

October 2019, “Update on Products Liability Cases and a Case Study on
Major Accident Litigation: Plaintiff and Defendant Strategies”, McGill

Institute of Air and Space Law: 12th Annual Conference, Speaker

January 2019, “Transportation Accidents: Investigations and
Litigation”, CBABC Webinar, Speaker

January 2019, “Aviation: Broker Liability Issues”, Winter Aviation
Conference, Toronto, Ontario, Speaker

January 2019, “Getting the Deal Through: Aviation Liability 2019“,
Canada Chapter, Co-author

November 2017, “Getting the Deal Through: Aviation Liability 2018″,
Canada Chapter, Co-author

June 2017, “Liability of Airports, ANSP’s, Lessors and Maintenance

Providers”, McGill Institute of Air and Space Law: 10th Annual
Conference, Speaker

April 2017, “Workers’ Compensation Legislation in Canada – Protection &
Peril”, NATA Annual Conference, Speaker

February 2017, “The International Comparative Legal Guide to: Aviation
Law 2017”, Canada Chapter, Co-author

February 2016, “The International Comparative Legal Guide to: Aviation
Law 2016”, Canada Chapter, Co-author

April 2015, “International Aviation Liability and Insurance”, McGill Institute
of Air and Space Law: 8th Annual Conference, Speaker

February 2015, “The International Comparative Legal Guide to: Aviation
Law 2014”, Canada Chapter, Co-author

https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021_Aviation-Liability_Canada.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021_Aviation-Liability_Canada.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/AL2019Canada.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Aviation-Liability.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/AV16_Chapter-8_Canada.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/AV16_Chapter-8_Canada.pdf
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April 2014, “You’re Grounded: Insurance and Legal Ramifications”, 2014
CHC Safety and Quality Summit, Speaker

February 2014, “The International Comparative Legal Guide to: Aviation
Law 2014”, Canada Chapter, Co-author

February 2013, “The International Comparative Legal Guide to: Aviation
Law 2013”, Canada Chapter, Co-author

2007, The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory®, Aviation Law, Author

Assisted with the organization and conduct of various continuing legal
and insurance education seminars including Insurance Broker Liability,
Insurers’ Duty to Defend and Coverage Issues

E V E N T S

08/02/2019, CBABC Webinar: Transportation Accidents – Investigations
and Litigation

P R O F E S S I O N A L  &  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F I L I A T I O N S

Law Society of British Columbia, Member

Canadian Bar Association (National Air and Space Law Section), Past-
Chair

Canadian Bar Association BC Branch, (Civil Litigation Subsection), Past-
Chair

Canadian Bar Association BC Branch, (Air and Space Law, Insurance and
Civil Litigation Subsection), Co-Chair

Vancouver Bar Association, Member

American Bar Association (Forum on Air and Space Law), Member

Canadian Defence Lawyers, Member

BCIT, School of Transportation Aviation/Airport Law, Instructor

Helicopter Association of Canada, Member

Aviation Insurance Association, Member

British Columbia Aviation Council, Member

Floatplane Operators Association, Member

Canadian Operators & Pilots Association, Member

http://www.iclg.co.uk/practice-areas/aviation-law/aviation-law-2014/canada
http://www.iclg.co.uk/practice-areas/aviation-law/aviation-law-2014/canada
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/The-International-Comparative-Legal-Guide-to-Aviation-Law-2013-Edition-Chapter-7.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/The-International-Comparative-Legal-Guide-to-Aviation-Law-2013-Edition-Chapter-7.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/
https://www.cba.org/Sections/Air-and-Space-Law
https://www.cbabc.org/Sections-and-Community/Civil-Litigation-Vancouver
https://www.cba.org/Home
https://vancouverbar.ca/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/air_space.html
https://www.cdlawyers.org/
https://www.bcit.ca/transportation/aerospace/courses.shtml
http://www.h-a-c.ca/
https://www.aiaweb.org/
https://www.bcaviationcouncil.org/
http://www.floatplaneoperators.org/
https://copanational.org/en/
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Canadian Insurance Professionals of Vancouver, Past President

https://www.insuranceinstitute.ca/en/institutes-and-chapters/british-columbia

