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BIOGRAPHY
Michael is a Partner in Alexander Holburn’s Toronto office and is a member
of the firm’s Insurance, Corporate / Commercial and Employment practice
groups.

Michael is known for his honourable, yet unwavering, approach to litigation
resulting in favourable resolutions of claims and disputes for his clients.
Michael has a reputation for strategizing, executing and delivering on plans
of action for litigation or settlement.  He develops and implements the
strategy, budgeting and case management of complex litigation matters for
provincial, national and international businesses including insurance
companies, transit authorities and municipalities.

Michael’s practice focuses primarily on commercial and civil litigation,
including but not limited to, insurance defence, transportation and freight
claims, employment law, product liability, business disputes, construction
litigation, professional liability, personal injury, occupiers’ liability,
subrogation, coverage opinions and disputes, statutory accident benefits,
letters rogatory and claims under the Repair and Storage Liens Act.

Within transportation law, Michael advises brokers, freight forwarders,
carriers, 3PLs and 4PLs on various aspects of supply chain logistics and the
movement of goods locally and internationally. He provides comprehensive
and cost-efficient opinions on liability and damages and has litigated
matters involving freight claims, liens, warehousing, bills of lading and
spoilage. He has provided legal services and advice to provincial, national
and international manufacturer/shipper clients regarding contractual
disputes, third-party logistics, jurisdiction and cross-border issues.

Michael’s employment practice involves providing time sensitive legal
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advice to both businesses and employees in the areas of labour,
employment, workers compensation and human rights laws. Michael assists
clients in defending and prosecuting claims through the court and
administrative tribunal processes, as necessary. Clients include local and
international businesses, not for profits, healthcare employers, government
entities and individuals seeking advice on workplace issues.

Michael also assists construction industry clients in the management of
procurement issues, the negotiation and drafting of contracts, and the
resolution of builders’ liens and other construction-based litigation. His
construction experience includes professional and product liability as well
as defending contractors, design professionals, municipalities, and
manufacturers in various claims involving errors, omissions, and negligence.

O N  A  P E R S O N A L  N O T E

Michael has a passion for sports and fitness. He loves to golf and trains in
Muay Thai Boxing. Michael is a traveler and has an appetite for exotic
cuisine. Michael’s two dogs, Roy and Henry, keep him active and often
accompany him on outdoor activities and adventures.

R E C O G N I T I O N

2023-2025 Best Lawyers® in Canada– Ones to Watch (Insurance Law)

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  E X P E R I E N C E

One of Michael’s well-known reported decisions in  MacLeod v. Canadian
Road Management Company, 2018 ONSC 2186 was used by the
Honourable Justice Myers as a platform to scrutinize the civil jury system
and expand on the test for striking a jury notice. This decision has been
cited numerous times by the Ontario Superior Court of Justice and the Court
of Appeal and is one of the leading cases in this area.

In addition to his reported decisions, Michael has successfully pursued and
defended his clients’ interests in complex motions, applications, arbitrations,
hearings and trials. Michael has efficiently dismissed claims early in
litigation resulting in considerable costs awarded to his clients by taking
strategic and calculated approaches towards litigation.
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https://www.canlii.org/en/on/onsc/doc/2018/2018onsc2186/2018onsc2186.html?resultIndex=1
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P U B L I C A T I O N S

December 2023, “Is it Wise to Use a Smart Contract?: Benefits and Risks
of Smart Contracts in Transportation and Logistics“, The Transportation
Lawyer Journal, Co-Author

May 2023, “I Spy with My Little Eye… but Should I? The 10 Dos and Don’ts
of Monitoring Your Competition“, International Association of Defense
Counsel (IADC) Transportation Committee Newsletter

August 2022, “A Disconnect from Work Policy Does Not Require
Employee Disconnection… Yet!“, International Association of Defense
Counsel (IADC) Transportation Committee Newsletter

March 31, 2022, “Misclassification of Employees: Pitfalls and Predictions
for the Modern Employer“, Employment Webinar, Co-Presenter

October 21, 2021, “Drafting Effective Commercial Contracts Post
COVID-19,” Toronto Chapter of Fleet Safety Council, Co-Presenter

April 23, 2021, “Striking Jury Notices: The Impact of COVID-19“, Canadian
Transport Lawyers Association, Author

September 30, 2020, “Product Liability in Canada“, Legalign Global
University

September 9, 2020 “Civil Procedure: Filing Through Trial“, Legalign
Global University

May 18, 2016, “Dash Cam Evidence”, Canadian Underwriter

E V E N T S

31/03/2022, Labour + Employment Webinar: Misclassification of
Employees: Pitfalls and Predictions for the Modern Employer

17/11/2021, Labour + Employment Webinar: Year in Review – and what a
year it’s been!

P R O F E S S I O N A L  &  C O M M U N I T Y  A F F I L I A T I O N S

Canadian Association of Counsel to Employers, Member

Canadian Bar Association, Member

Canadian Defence Lawyers, Member

Canadian Transport Lawyers Association, Member

https://issuu.com/kellendoc/docs/tla_ttl_december_2023?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://issuu.com/kellendoc/docs/tla_ttl_december_2023?fr=xKAE9_zU1NQ
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Transportation_April_2023.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Transportation_April_2023.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Transportation_August_2022.pdf
https://www.iadclaw.org/assets/1/17/Transportation_August_2022.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Misclassification-of-Employees-Mar-31-2022.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Misclassification-of-Employees-Mar-31-2022.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Fleet-Safety-Presentation-Drafting-Effective-Commercial-Contracts-Post-COVID-19.pdf
https://www.ahbl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Fleet-Safety-Presentation-Drafting-Effective-Commercial-Contracts-Post-COVID-19.pdf
https://ctla.ca/home/f/striking-jury-notices-the-impact-of-covid-19
https://www.wilsonelser.com/writable/files/Microsites/LGU_Microsite/8409602-v1-product-liability-in-canada-lgu-2020.pdf
https://www.wilsonelser.com/writable/files/Microsites/LGU_Microsite/civil-procedure-through-trial-wk1_9-9.pdf
https://www.canadianunderwriter.ca/features/cc-dash-cam-evidence/
https://www.counseltoemployers.ca/
https://www.cba.org/Home
https://www.cdlawyers.org/index.html
https://ctla.ca/home
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International Association of Defense Counsel, Member

Law Society of Ontario, Member

Law Society of British Columbia, Member

Legalign Global University, Professor (2020 – Present)

Ontario Bar Association, Member

Private Motor Truck Council of Canada, Member

The Advocates’ Society, Member

Transportation Lawyers Association, Member

Toronto Intermediaries Association, Member

Toronto Lawyers Association, Member

Toronto Transportation Club, Member

https://www.iadclaw.org/
https://lso.ca/home
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/
https://www.legalignglobal.com/en/
https://www.oba.org/Home
https://www.pmtc.ca/
https://www.advocates.ca/
https://translaw.org/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.tianet.org
https://www.tlaonline.ca/
https://torontotransportationclub.com/

